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Cavalier Band Camp Instills Leadership Skills 
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This is Alex Carter's first band camp. She's a drum major 

at her high school in Clarksville. "The drum major leads 

the band and we're a big leader, we help with drill, and 

helping people with problems they might have in the band 

and things like that," said Carter.  

Helping her and 115 other students with those skills are 

UVA's band leaders at this year's Cavalier Band Camp. 

UVA's Associate Director of Bands Andrew Koch said, "It's a great time for high school 

students to come and learn a little about leadership, but also some people are here to 

learn about playing their instruments, some people are here to learn about color guard, 

percussion." 

"My dad was a drummer. I followed him when I was younger I thought it would be so 

cool to be like my dad and joined the band in fifth grade and just been working for the 

past five years on that," said rising high school junior Katie Sharp. 

And there is a lot to work on. "There's definitely a skill to it, because there's a lot to 

remember," said rising high school senior Marley Ogden. 

There's also a lot to bond over. "Band is like a big family. So to come out here and 

meet new people who are like me that have the same enthusiasm for the same thing is 

really great," shared Ogden. 

Cavalier Band Camp is held every year. This year's Cavalier Band Camp runs through 

Sunday. 
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