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January 22, 2004 

By Dan Heuchert 

As Cavalier basketball fans were 
still filing into University Hall 
around 6:50 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Bill Pease turned and raised his 
hands. With a quick motion, 
about 50 student musicians, clad 
in khakis and long-sleeved 
orange T-shirts, kicked into 
“Land of 1,000 Dances.” 

A new era was born. 

The Virginia Basketball Band, a 
subset of the University’s new 
marching band, made its public 
debut at U.Va.’s men’s basketball 
game with Clemson (which ended 
in a 61-50 Virginia victory). 
Despite having only four rehearsals with Pease, their new band leader, the band drew positive 
reviews from Cavalier fans, who had been listening to taped music over U-Hall’s public-
address system for most of the season. 

The ensemble — spanning two sections behind one basket in the lower half of the arena’s 
seating area — played during timeouts, cheered during the game action and generally made 
for a more festive atmosphere. 

“It’s definitely better than the recordings they played,” said psychology grad student Tom 
Atkinson, seated nearby. “You can feel more of a college atmosphere.” 

Alex Johnson, a first-year cheerleader, was — not surprisingly — ecstatic to have live 
accompaniment. “It’s totally different. You go to any gym, and they have their own band, 
their own sound. Everybody’s more excited, and they jump into the cheers faster.” 

Pease was all smiles as a juggler entertained the crowd at halftime, giving the band a short 
break and well-wishers an opportunity to shake the band director’s hand.  

University President John T. Casteen III made his way over to offer his congratulations to the 
band members. A TV crew asked Pease for a brief interview. 

In the front row, first-year trombonist Dave Hondula said joining the band was an easy 
decision. “I love playing the trombone, and I was always hoping there would be a real 
marching band here.” he said. 

Rehearsals have been arduous, he said, but “[Pease] pushes us just the right amount.” 

Fellow trombonist Kyle Singleton, a third-year biomedical engineering major, agreed. “It’s 
been great so far.” 

The juggler finished his act and the band struck up “The Cav Song” as the basketball team 
returned to the floor to warm up for the second half. 
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Before the game, Pease — who arrived at the University after directing the Western Michigan 
University band through the end of the football season — said he was pleasantly surprised at 
the caliber of the band, which includes only a few music majors. 

“I’ve been real impressed with the students’ attitude and energy,” he said. “They have 
exceeded all my expectations.” 

The band has a short repertoire that will swell in the coming weeks and seasons, he said, 
including full songs and “shorties” — quick, upbeat riffs during breaks in the action. Its play 
list includes tunes that are familiar to Virginia fans from the Pep Band’s days, including “The 
Cav Song,” “On Broadway” and the mandatory “Good Ol’ Song,” plus a few new offerings, 
including “Crazy In Love” by pop star Beyoncé, and Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.”  

The group faces an even bigger challenge in the fall, when 200 or more musicians will take 
the field for football games. Although the initial plan was to make their Scott Stadium debut 
about midway through the season, Pease said band members are pushing to be ready for the 
season-opener, after a few weeks of preseason band camp in August. 

But that’s all in the future. On Tuesday, Pease — who leads the free world in optimism — was 
pleased to finally be taking his new band for a spin in front of a Cavalier audience. 

“Good players make good coaches,” he said. “They’re making me look great.” 
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